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SUBJECT: GOP NEGOTIATIONS WITH MNLF 

REF: MANILA 13153 

1 . DURING SEPT 1 CALL ON GOP AMBASSADOR TO ALGIERS 
PACIFICO CASTRO, EMBOFFS SOUNDED HIM OUT ON GOP PLANS FOR 
MEETING WITH MNLF REPS IN TRIPOLI (REFTEL). CASTRO CHOSE NOT TO 
REPLY TO QUESTION AS TO WHEN MEETING MIGHT TAKE PLACE. HE WAS 
EXTREMELY NEGATIVE ON NEGOTIATING WITH "SO-CALLED REPS OF THE 
MNLF." ARGUING IT WAS INAPPROPRIATE TO NEGOTIATE WITH REBELS ON 
INTERNAL FILIPINO QUESTION OUTSIDE THE PHILIPPINES UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF A FOREIGN POWER OR ORGANIZATION. CASTRO, WHO WAS 
MEMBER OF GOP DELEGATION (LED BY FORMER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
MELCHOR) WHICH MET WITH MNLF IN JIDDA IN JANUARY 1975, 
COMMENTED THAT SOME OF THE MNLF LEADERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
THAT MEETING HAD RETURNED TO GOVERNMENT. CASTRO SEEMED TO BE 
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SUGGESTING THAT THERE WAS NO ONE WHO REALLY SPOKE FOR MNLF. 
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2. COMMENT: CASTRO'S VIEWS ARE INTERESTING IN VIEW EARLIER 
EXPECTATION HERE (REFTEL) THAT TALKS WITH MNLF WILL RESUME IN 
TRIPOLI AFTER RAMADAN. CASTRO, WHO IS PROSPECTIVE SENIOR 

MEMBER OF GOP DELEGATION TO TRIPOLI SEEMED DECIDEDLY UNENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT RENEWAL OF THE TALKS. INDEED, HIS REACTION WAS STRONGLY 
SIMILAR TO MELCHOR'S WHO (LAST APRIL AT DINNER FOR CODEL FRASER) 
DESCRIBED EXPERIENCE OF HOLDING TALKS WITH REBEL ORGANIZATIONS 
IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY UNDER FOREIGN AUSPICES AS "HUMILIATING". 

CASTRO'S COMMENTS MAY SUGGEST SOME GOP RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
PROSPECTIVE TRIPOLI DISCUSSIONS ALTHOUGH THEY DO NOT MEAN TALKS 
WILL NOT TAKE PLACE. 

3. SOME GOP CAUTION ALSO EVINCED BY FORSEC ROMULO IN CONVERSATION 
WITH AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN SEPTEMBER 7. THE AMBASSADOR MENTIONED TO 
ROMULO THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE GOP PLANNED TO MEET WITH MNLF IN 
TRIPOLI IN NEAR FUTURE. ROMULO RESPONDED THAT NO DECISION HAD 

YET BEEN REACHED ON THIS MATTER. HE PLANNED TO MEET WITH THE 
LIBYAN FORMIN IN NEW YORK AFTER WHICH THE GOP WOULD DECIDE ON 
THE TRIPOLI MEETING. 

SULLIVAN 
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